

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The purpose of this paper is to comprehend how the social security system has been formed in
Japan.  I think it is necessary to do so as a preliminary step to develop a critical examination of the
social security system in contemporary Japan.  The contents are as follows：
Ⅰ The Division of Ages in Social Welfare 
Ⅱ Social Welfare in the Pre-modern Age
Ⅲ Social Welfare in the Modern Age
Ⅳ Social Welfare in the Early Stages of the Present Age
Ⅴ Summary
Keywords：social security system in Japan, the history of poor-relief system, social policy
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